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To the Minister of Justice 
and to the Director General of Prison Houses and Detention Centers
Ministry of Justice
Kizilay/Ankara
Republic of Turkey 

Dear Honorable Mr. Bekir Bozdag and Mr. Enis Yavuz Yildirim:

We write as an international delegation, organized by the EU Turkey Civic Commission and consisting of 13 members from Europe and North America, including Members of European Parliament and of the Council of Europe, academics, and journalists, that arrived in Turkey on the 13th of February.  The mission of the delegation is to promote the resumption of the Peace Process in Turkey between the leaders of the ruling party and the leaders of the Kurdish movement. 

The delegation includes: two current Members of the European Parliament, Costas Mavrides and Julie Ward; one former MEP, Francis Wurtz; two current representatives from the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, Miren Edurne Gorrotxategi and Ulla Sandbaek; a former Member of Iceland’s Parliament and trade unionist, Ögmundur Jonasson; the veteran Foreign Correspondent for The Guardian, Jonathan Steele; the Chair of the Westminster Justice and Peace Commission, Father Joe Ryan; two members of the Advisory Board of the Transnational Institute for Social Ecology, Dimitri Roussopoulos and Federico Venturini; and a Lecturer of Political Sociology from the University of Cambridge, Thomas Jeffrey Miley.     

We have already written to request a meeting with the Minister of Justice and permission to visit Mr. Abdullah Öcalan at Imrali Prison during our visit.  We eagerly await your response.  In the meantime, we write again to also request permission to visit the Co-Chairs of the People’s Democratic Party (HDP), Mr. Selahattin Demirtas and Ms. Figen Yükesdag, currently imprisoned in Edirne and Kocaeli, respectively.  We are aware that in September two members of the Swedish Parliament were permitted to visit the co-Chairs. We request the same opportunity as a broad-based international delegation, because we believe that the leaders of the HDP can play an important role in giving support to the peace process in Turkey.  

The Delegation asks for your permission to visit the prisons in Edirne and/or Kocaeli on February 17, 18 or 19, 2017. If it is not possible for the entire delegation to visit, we ask that a small group be allowed to visit the prisons. We ask you to give your permission to a group that would be chosen from the delegation. 

We will be honored if you respond to our requests positively. The acceptance of our request would provide a positive sign about the state of the rule of law and democracy in the country.  We eagerly await your response, given the seriousness and urgency of the situation.”

Yours sincerely,

The Delegation
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